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“ur new 301" Series i
Direct/Reflecting’
speaker system

Thank you for purchasing this advanced new
speaker system from Bose®. A number of
advanced technolagies, developed through
vears of angoing research at Bose, and
quality construction ensure you years of
listening pleasure.

The installation and operating principles of
vour 301 Series |l system are significantly
different from those of conventional speaker

ystems. This guide contains useful infarma-
.on that will help you obtain the fullest
understanding and enjoyment of your new
speakers

The shipping carton cantaing two 301
speakers labeled Fart 1, for the left speaker,
and Part 2, for the nght speaker. Unpack each
speaker carefully, saving the carton and all
packaging materials tor possible later use.

If either speaker appears to be damaged
when unpacking, do not operate the
damaged unif. Hepack both speakers in their
original carton and notify your authorized
Bose dealer immedialely.

cnoices for speaker
placement

Your 301 system is designed far use in a
wicle variety of sound enviranments and
placement positions. The basic guidelines
helow are intended ta simplify your choices.
For lifelike sound

301 speakers provide the pest periormance
when space around the cabinets allows the
music to flow freely, reflecting off nearby
walls to create a wide, transparent stereo
image. See Figure 1 on page 3.

Hard materials — wood, brick, glass, sheet
rack, or paneling - generally provide the
most effective sound-reflection. Upholstered
urnishings and heavy drapes are mare
sound absarnent.

Flace the left and right speakears an the left
and right sides of the raom, respectively,
spacing them 4 to 12 feet (1.2 t0 3.6 m)
apart. Vertical placement, so the fweeters
face directly up ar down, is Nal recom-
mianded.

Position the speakers af least 12 inches
(30 cm) away fram side walls,

For bass response

The most accurate bass response results
when the speakers are st Jgss than 18
inches (45 cm) away from the wall behind
them, and maore than 18 inches from the
flaor ar ceiling. Avoid placing the speakers
exactly halfway between the floor and
celing.

It your music system seems o be lacking in
deep bass, try moving the speakers closer
lo the wall behind them andfor nearer to the
carners of the listening room. Haawvy,
"booming” bass can be tamed by moving
the speakers away from corners and walls.



You can alsa exgenment with the tone
contrels an your amplifier or recaver to
achieve a tonal balance thal suils your
listening environment and pearsonal tastes.
For use with video

The 3" speakers are suitable for video
sound applications. Place one speaker on
either side of your TV screen, making sure
that each speaker 15 at least 24 inches from
the screen to avaid picture interteregnce.

For secure placement

With the wide variety of surfaces you may
choose from tor placing your speakers, it is
important to ensure that the surface i1s both
stable and level. Far some surfaces, you
may want o use rubber feet for additional
stability.

Yau may aotain rubber feet, free of cost,
from Bose™. Cantact the Bose Service
Department or your local Base Service
Agency and ask for Part Number 103593,

Cannecting your
speaker wires

Use of the proper gauge (thickness) of
speaker wire 1s important. Standard zip cord
(2-caonductor, 18-gauge wire faund at
glectrical and hardware stores) can be used
in most applications. If your speakers will be
positioned mare than 30 feet from the
receiver or ampliner, check with your Bose®
dealer or refer to the Wire recommendations
under “Techrical information.”

To make the proper connections
Hefer to higure 2.

Turn off yvour amplifier ar receiver and
unplug it from the AC (mains) power autlet
before connecting any wires.

Cautior: If the amalifier of receiver is not
turned off, damage (o your system may
QoL

Preparation

At the ends of each cord, strip approximately
1/2 inch (12 mm) of insulation from each
wire. Twist the stripped wire ends and note
that one wire is plain and the other is markead
(striped, ribbed or collared).

Connection #1
Select one cord and connect it to the laft
channel of your amplifier.

@' Attach ane stripped end of tha marked
wire to the red (+) terminal.

O Antach the stripped end of the plain wire
ta the black (-) terminal.
Connection #2

Lonnect the free end of that same cord 0
lhe jall speaker.

@ Auach the stripped end of the marked
wire ta the red (+) push-type termmnal.

@ Anach the stripped end of the plain wire
to the black () push-type terminal

Connection #3

Select the second cord and connect it to the

nght channel of your amgpliner.

@ Attach one stripped end of the marked
wire ta the red (+) terminal

@ Attach the stripped end af the plain wire
to the hlack (-) terminal.

Connection #4
Caonnect the free end of that same cord to
the right speaker.

@ Attach the stripped end of the markead
wire to the red (+) push-type terminal.

@ Attach the stripped end of the plain wire
to the black (-} push-type terminal.
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Check very carefully to be certain that na
loose strands of wire are accidentally
touching across terminals on the speakers
or the amplifier. This cowld create short
circuits which can damage vour ampiifiar,
Repair any loose wire strands befare
operating your amplifier or receiver,

Testing the
connections

Before testing the connections, plug your
amplifier or receiver into the AC (mains)
power outiet.

Tao make sure that the speakers are con-
nected to your amplifier "in phase" — pasitive
o positive, negative to negative — perform
this simple test

1. Set your sound system for MONO
(monophanic) reproduchon. Be sure the
balance contral is centered or set to
normal.

2. Temporarily place the speakers close
ogether, facing each ather.

3. Now, play some deep bass music aver
the system. If your speakers are corracthy
phased, the sound will appear to come
from between the speakers, providing
full, natural bass response,

4. If the music seems to be lacking in deep
bass, reverse the + and — wire connec-
tions on ane speaker and repeaat the test,
LUise the connection that produces fhe
mast powerful bass.

Anpiifier/receiver

considerations

Yaur 301" speakers incorporate heavy duty
driver elemeants designead to resist many
twpes of electrical stress. However, any
speaker can be damaged if the amplifier
driving it should fail. Speaker damage may
also occur by playing the music so loudly
that it scunds distorted. This can happen
even with a low-powered armplhifier or
receiver.

Your 301 speaker system 15 designed for
use with amplifiers or receivers rated from

10 1o 150 watts per channel. For further
infarmaticn, refer to your amplifier or receiver
OwWner's guide.



CIeaning your
speakers

The 301" speaker enclosures can be wiped
clean using a soft cloth dampened with &
mild detergent. The gnlle panels require no
special care, although they may be vacu-
umed, carefully, If necessary.

All other maintenance should be referred to
aqualified service personnel.

In case of difficulty

If you expenence a problem with your 301
speakers, try the solutions suggested below.
Most problems typically originate with other
components, not your speakers,

Problem
Treble or bass is not strang enough.

Solution
Adjust the treble and bass volume controls
on your amgplifier or receiver

Make sure the speaker connections are in
nhase by lollowing the procedure described
n the "Testing the connectlions” section of
this guide.

Problem
Cne speaker sounds delective.

Solution

Do not switch the speaker cables, as this
could damage your speaker. Disconneact the
wire of the speaker in question from the
amplifier output terminals and reconnect it 1o
the amplifier channel that is operating
correctly. IT the speaker that sounded
defective now plays properly, the problem is
not in the speaker or wirng.

Problem
Both speakers sound defeclive.

Solution

Lse the same wiring o conneact your
speakers to another amplitier or receiver that
s working properly, If the speakers now
operate correctly, the problem is not in the
speakers or wiring.

f trouble persists afler trying the above
solutions, contact your authorized Bose'
dealer ta verify any defects and arrange for
service from an authorized service agency.
Bose Corporation will make every effort to
remedy any problem within the terms of the
limited warranty, at minimum incenvenience
10 you.



Fur service

To cbtain iInformation ar sarvice directly from
Bose®:

USA

Bose Corporation, The Mountain
Framingham, MA 0170191688
1-800-444-BOSE (1-800-444-2673)
Weekdays: 9am.toSp.m,;

saturdays: 9 a.m. to b p.m. ET (gastern time)

Canada

Bose Ltd., 8-35 East Beaver Creek Road
Richmond Hill, Ontario L4B 1B3
1-800-444-BOSE (1-800-444-2673)
Weekdays: 9am.to & p.m. ET {eastern time)

European Headquarters

Bose Products B.Y., Mijverheidstraat 8
1135 GE Edam, The Metherlands

TEL 02993-71055 FAX D2993-68163

Australia

Bose Australia, Inc., 11 Murnel Avenue
Hydalmere, N.o.W. 2116

TEL 02 684-1022 FAX 02 6584- 1665

Belgium
Base M.V, Essenestraat 15,1740 Ternat
TEL 02-5826200 FAX (02-5823717

Denmark

Bose ASS. Industrive) 7, 2605 Brandby
TEL 43437777 FAX 43437518
France

Bose, b, rue Saint Vincent

78100 Saint Germain en Laye

TEL 01-30610461 FAX 01-30614105

Germany

Bose GmbH, Max-Planck-Sirale 36
Postfach 1125, 61381 Friedrichsdort
TEL O&172-71040 FAX 0B172-71041

Holland

Bose B.V., Nijverheidstraat 8
1135 GE Edam
TEL 02993-69191 FAX 02983-68166

G

Ireland

Bose Ltd., Castieblayney Boad
Carrckmacrass, Co Monaghan

TEL 042-51988 FAX 042-615995

italy

Bose 5.p.A., Via Luigi Capucci 12

03147 Rome

TEL 06-5127641/2 FAX 06-5115438
Japan

Hose K K., Harajyyuku-H, Building 2F
t-17-10 Jingumae Shibuya, Tokyo 150
TEL 03-5485-2451 FAX 03-3486-05928

Norway
Bose Marge, Salheimsgt. 11
MN-2001, Lillestram
TEL 63-817380

Sweden
Base A/S, Blandsadsgatan 20
43146 MdaIndal

TEL (31-878850

Switzerland
Base A, Runenbergerstrasse 13A
4460 Gellerkinden
TEL 061-995544

United Kingdom

Bose UK. Ltd., Trinity Trading Estate
sittingbournie, Kent ME10 2PD

TEL O795-475341/5 FAX 0795-427227

Other locations

Bose Service, Otis Street Park
Buillding 3, PO Box 5045
Westborough, MA 01581-5045 LJSA
TEL (508) 220-8484 FAX (508) 220-3801

FAX 63-810815
FAX (J31-274881

FAX U61-895502

Warrantyperiod

The Bose 301" Series |l Direcl/Reflecting

speaker system is covered by a limited five-

vaar transferable warranty



Technica! information

Features
Direct/Reflecting’ speaker design

Free Space” tweeter array

Cual Frequency crossover network
Slot-port enclosure system

wyncom’ computenzed quality control
Driver Complement

Orne 1) B-inch (20 cm) waofer

Twa (2) 3-inch (7.6 cmy high-sensitivity
heeeters

Nominal Impedance

2 ohms
Compatibility
Compahble with amplifiers/recevers rated
fram 10 1o 150 watts per channel

IEC power rating

ra watts/channeal

Dimensions

10 1/2'"H x 17" W x 2 120

(27 x 43 x 24 cm))

Cabinet

Black, white, ar walnut-grained finmsh
Weight

38 b (14.2 kg) shipping weight per pair
Wire recommendations

Based on a maximum frequency response
deviation of £0.% dBb.

(zalige [ angii
18{(0.75mm™)......._... 30 1t {9 m} maximurm
1G{T.omm’) . ........43 {14 m) maximum

14{20mm%)........... 701 {21 m) maximum
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