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DELUXE PREAMP
SPORTS TWO METERS

THE EQUIPMENT: Sony TA-2000, a preamplifier-control
unit. Dimensions: front panel, 1534 by 514 inches;
chassis depth, 11 inches. Price: $329.50. Manufactur-
er: Sony Corporation of America, 47-47 Van Dam St.,
Long Island City, N.Y. 11101. Optional walnut cabinet,
$24.50.

COMMENT: Very high performance, more than usual
versatility, and high-quality construction characterize
Sony’'s TA-2000, a separate preamp-control unit aimed
at critical stereo listeners, hobbyists, and probably
some professional users too. Its most obvious feature
is the brace of VU meters on the front panel; these
may be used to set channel balance of all signals,
to measure frequency response and channel separation
of phono pickups, to correct tape-head alignment when
using a tape deck that lacks its own playback preamp,
and to check on the frequency response of any tape
deck.

The full roster of controls and features is impressive
indeed. The top row of the front panel contains a
volume control, the two meters, treble and bass tone
controls, a mode selector, and a function selector.
The tone controls, each of which operates on both
channels simultaneously, are calibrated and stepped
so that exact settings may be repeated for special
purposes. In addition, a defeat switch enables you
to cancel all tone control effects at once and return
the system to flat response. The mode selector has
positions for normal stereo, channel reversal, left
only, right only, and balancing left and right channels.

The function selector is divided between a lever switch
and a knob.

Across the bottom of the front panel there’s the
power off/on switch, a line output jack, a headphone
jack with its own level control, a channel-balance
knob, low and high frequency filter switches, three
phone-jack inputs for auxiliary signals and for left
and right channel microphones, and a tape monitor
switch.

The front panel signal jacks can be ignored (they
all are duplicated at the rear), or used as a conven-
ience in making quick or temporary hookups, or—
to an extent—used together with some of the rear
panel jacks for special applications, including the
hookup of three tape recorders at once, or listening
on headphones while piping stereo to two completely
different amplifier/speaker setups, and so on. The
rear inputs include: tape head, phono 1, phono 2,
tuner, auxiliary 1, and tape (amp). Each of these
stereo pairs has its own level adjustment; in addition,
one phono jack has a level switch that lets you con-
nect the lowest signal-output phono pickups (moving-
coil types) directly without the need for an intervening
booster. There's also a five-pin DIN socket for hooking
up a tape recorder that uses the unitized type of
signal cable, common on recorders built abroad. The
rear panel also contains two sets of stereo signal
outputs and a mixed-signal (‘‘center channel”’) output.
The stereo outputs may be adjusted for signal values
of 0.3 and 1 volt (to suit the input needs of different
power amplifiers); the mixed-channel output is regu-
lated by its own variable level control. The AC line
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